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When	most	people	think	of	learning,	they	don’t	think	of	laughter.	

Traditional	teachers	didn’t	put	much	humor	into	their	teaching,	and	often	they	even	

suppressed	humor	when	it	occurred.		

	

But	gets	suppressed	here	is	more	than	just	a	laugh.		Along	with	it	go	engagement,		

imagination,	emotional	intelligence,	and	the	ability	to	come	up	with	novel	ideas.	

Traditionally	schools	have	emphasized	convergent	thinking—getting	the	single	correct	answer	

to	any	question,	and	not	making	any	mistakes	

		That’s	why	we	took	so	many	multiple-choice	and	fill-in-the-blank	tests.		



	

	
	

	

	

Imagination	and	creative	thinking	aren’t	convergent	thinking	but	divergent	thinking.		In	this	

mode,	there	isn’t	a	single	correct	answer,	and	no	answer	is	a	mistake.			

	



	

	
	

	

	

And	nothing	exemplifies	divergent	thinking	better	than	humor	which	involves	seeing	

something	from	multiple	perspectives.	



	

	
	

	

SOME	BENEFITS	OF	HUMOR	IN	THE	CLASSROOM	

• Fosters	an	open	atmosphere	

• Gets	and	holds	attention	

• Promotes	retention	

• Promotes	critical	thinking	

• Promotes	mental	flexibility	

--divergent	thinking	

--tolerance	for	ambiguity	

--tolerance	for	novelty	and	diversity	

--risk-taking	

--creative	thinking	

	

	

	

	

	



	

	
	

	

TIPS	

There	are	no	formulas	to	guarantee	success	every	time	you	use	humor	in	teaching,	but	here	

are	some	guidelines	that	can	improve	your	chances.	

	

USING	HUMOR	IN	THE	CLASSROOM	

• Use	humor	that	your	students	understand	and	can	relate	to	

• Use	humor	that	you’re	comfortable	with	and	can	also	relate	to	

• Integrate	the	humor	into	the	teaching.	Make	it	relevant	to	the	topic	

• Anchor	your	humor	in	the	concrete	world	of	familiar	things.	

• Skip	the	jokes—tell	funny	stories	instead.	

• Personalize	your	funny	stories.	

• Maximize	surprise.	

• Keep	it	short.	

• Avoid	sarcasm.	

• Use	New	Yorker	cartoons.	I	can	get	you	a	good	deal	on	that.	

• Don’t	worry.	Be	funny.	


